
Chemistry A & B Syllabus  
Groves High School 
Jeffery Swietlik – jswietlik@birmingham.k12.mi.us 
Text Notifications:  Text “@jsca2019” to 81010 to sign up for text alerts for chemistry A and “@jscb2019” to 
81010 for chemistry B. 
 

What you can expect from me: 
1. I will grade your assessments and assignments in a timely fashion 
2. I will be here on time for x-block and stay after school most days to provide you with extra help if you need it. 
3. I will respond to emails and phone calls within 1 business day. 
4. I will provide you a rigorous but fair curriculum. 
5. I will insure a safe, immersive, and nurturing classroom environment. 

 
What I expect from you 

1. You will respect that this is a no cell phone classroom.  You will put your cell phone on silent and keep it out of sight 
from bell to bell.  This applies to other electronic devices as well. 

2. You will arrive to class on time, with the necessary materials, ready to learn.  This means that when the bell rings 
you will begin working on the “bell ringer” that is listed on the agenda.  Bring a pen, a pencil, and paper to class 
every day. 

3. You will treat your classmates in a caring, respectful, and professional manner. 
4. You will clean up after yourself when doing labs. 
5. You will take responsibility for your own learning. 
6. You will follow the rules and regulations set forth in the student handbook. 
 

 

Grades: 

 

 
Consequences for Academic Dishonesty (as defined by the student handbook) 
• Formative Assessments:  You will receive a zero for the assessment.  It is also possible you will receive a phone call 

home and be referred to administration for additional consequences. 
• Summative Assessments:  You will receive a zero for that quiz or test but will be allowed to retake it for a maximum 

grade of 80%.  It is also very likely you will receive a phone call home and be referred to administration for additional 
consequences. 

Grade Break down 
Summative Assessments (quizzes and tests) 48% 

Formative Assessments (Labs, Homework, “Other”)  
• Homework Assignments:  Worth 2 points and is credit/no credit. 
• Labs:  Worth anywhere from 10 points to 60 points.  Labs will make up the majority of points 

in the formative assessment category. 
• “Other”:  Worth anywhere from 5 points to 60 points.  Includes things like writing 

assignments, illustrations, and small projects.   

32% 

Final Exam 20% 

Note:  Until the final exam Powerschool will show your grade as 60% summative and 40% formative. 
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Formative Assessments:  Late Work & Corrections 

• Homework assignments will NOT be accepted late unless you are absent or have accommodations.   
• Any type of formative assessment that is worth more than 2 points that is not turned in by the time I grade it will be 

entered into the gradebook as a zero.  Students get 2 “late passes” for these types of formative assessments.  I will not 
hand out physical late passes but will keep a record of the late submissions. 

• Any type of formative assessment that is worth more than 2 points can be corrected for full points in most cases.  You 
are encouraged to see me after school or during x-block for help in making corrections.  Corrected labs and “other” 
formative assessments will be accepted until the next unit test. 

 

Formative Assessments:  Lab Policies 

• Labs can be made up after school if you were absent or if you did so poorly you would rather do the whole thing over 
instead of making corrections.   

• You can drop 1 lab.  This could be your lowest lab grade or a lab you missed because of an absence.  If you are dropping 
the lab because of an absence, it will appear as “excused” in the gradebook.  If you are present for all labs your lowest 
lab grade will be dropped automatically around finals week. 

• If you were here for a lab and lost the lab paper, you will most likely have to make it up.  A big part of science is 
collecting data.  When data is lost in a real world scientific investigation that investigation is invalid.  The same is true in 
this class.   

• In the case of some labs, one lab paper can be handed in for the entire group.  This is optional; students will always be 
allowed to hand in their own lab paper even if the lab itself was done as a group.   Do not assume your group member 
is going to do the entire lab write up and put your name on their paper.  Do not feel pressured to put a group member’s 
name on your lab paper if they are not contributing.  I will not give you the group grade unless your name is on the 
submitted paper in ink. 
 

Summative Assessments:  Retakes 

• You may retake all quizzes and tests and receive up to a 75% with the new grade replacing the old grade.  Retakes must 
be done before the next unit test.  Retakes are available during x-block or after school.  You may not retake the final 
exam.  You may not retake a quiz or test if you are absent on the original day of the assessment. 

 
One piece of advice:  Do not wait long to make corrections to a lab or retake a summative assessment.  Get it done shortly 
after you get a grade you are not happy with while the material is still fresh in your memory.  Just because I will let you 
retake a quiz that is 2 months old doesn’t mean you should wait that long to do so. 
 

 Absenteeism 
• Tardys will be marked if you are not inside the classroom by the time the bell rings.  If tardiness become frequent, 

expect a phone call home and any additional action necessary to correct the problem. 
• If you’re absent on the day of a quiz, or test but you were here in the days immediately preceding that quiz, or test you 

will have to take the quiz or test on your first day back. 
• We will discuss a reasonable time frame for you to make up assessments and any missing work if you are absent for an 

extended period of time.  


